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8th Grade Orchestra

Lesson: April 29, 2020

Objective/Learning Target: “I can identify the 
elements of music when listening to a piece of 

music”



Warm-Up



See the 
following slide 

to find out!



Interview Questions Here

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z0NN6-VcIRnbNgpoMsWhqgcM3_u7adgGe1RqaqGXE34/copy
https://docs.google.com/file/d/17z4I1vQPKUzKy-OfVsIRHXT-cbbHA0Th/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ZgjgvK5Rq0dojwn05JhoNP0L_vAbj41d/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Cpp6w2t0L1lu3WO8n-73jeahtvR9ABc-/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/156d5iQlznrbQN5mrT-BPoloJRkCtKWOy/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1UepVbFtNEFqc9kQysoHBXUNhD1dHaQCQ/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1_pIwSfUbdLpljDychfONm0nnkSn-qrQ-/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Y0xFxKnXbNtJDw3G7nI7VZbFP_CtWaZr/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Av_KC9D1bHVHOT7HQZncmdZm1U8NVLxL/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/17yxpvEcwpUuTlO9XvtoGwrrePRROlkXv/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/11DjlZMhAeo6NPybKAxzBzIQxYdYnoiC0/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1se8PVkf9PPfMjEuof4SvGoREJRylXIJ6/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/17Xipp5i0dmasiWuA9xJinuectK7GFWGa/preview


Lesson



What kind of listener are you? 
● Are you an active or passive listener of music? 
● Do you take a moment to listen to the 

different elements or do you just listen 
without much analysis? 

● How would explain the musical elements in a 
good piece of music to someone else? 

● What do you notice when you listen to music? 



Think you know your 
music vocabulary? 

Let’s find out!



Elements of Music
          Rhythm    Texture

Dynamics    Melody 
Harmony Form
        Tone Color



Rhythm
= Arrangement of time in music
- Beat
- Meter 
- Tempo 
- Syncopation

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9DjoipqbkC8


Dynamics
= Louds and softs in music
- Forte 
- Piano 
- Crescendo 
- Decrescendo 
- Etc. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQ7zA2_um8s


Melody
= A collection of musical notes that are 
grouped together as a whole unit. 
- Pitch 
- Theme 
- Conjunct 
- Disjunct 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9KaRK2c3ag4


Harmony
 = Two or more notes performed at the same time. 
- Chord
- Progression
- Consonance
- Dissonance
- Key
- Tonality
- Atonality
-

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qgw5UsWVDZM


Tone color
= Characteristic quality of a sound
- Register
- Range
- instrumentation

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5tGEDgkZlC8


Texture
 = Combination of Tempo, Melody, and 
Harmony in a musical work
- Monophonic
- Homophonic
- Polyphonic
- Imitation
- Counterpoint

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teh22szdnRQ


Form
= structure of a piece of music. 
- Binary
- Ternary
- Strophic
- Through-composed

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5wTqFteQVY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LgaRxLIkeEU


Review



Write out your own definition!
          Rhythm    Texture

Dynamics    Melody 
Harmony Form
        Tone Color



Self-Assessment



Now listen to one of these pieces and pick one 
element to focus on (Rhythm, Texture, 
Dynamics, Melody, Harmony, Form, or Tone 
Color): 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R8yeCfiJbes
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s2j4QPjXK6w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FRC0r5czJOM


Additional
Materials



Elements of Music

How to Read Music

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9yGhnx-ocsI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZN41d7Txcq0

